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Mass Incarceration Committee 

499 7th Avenue 12N 

New York, NY 10018 

 

Governor Pat Quinn 

207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Director Salvador A. Godinez 

Illinois Department of Corrections 

P.O. Box 19277 

Springfield, IL 62794-9277 

 

Warden Rick Harrington 

Menard Correctional Center 

P.O. Box 711 

Menard, IL 62259 

 

January 27, 2014 

 

Dear Governor Quinn, Director Godinez, and Warden Harrington: 

  

I am writing on behalf of the National Lawyers Guild Mass Incarceration Committee in 

support of the men held in the High Security Unit at Menard Correctional Center.  

 

These men began a hunger strike on January 15, 2014, due to their placement and 

retention in severe isolation, under inhumane living conditions, without notice, justification, 

or a hearing. We have every reason to believe that their placement at Menard is in retaliation 

for their efforts resisting the conditions at the now closed correctional facility at Tamms. 

 

They are committed to peacefully protesting the conditions of their captivity until their 

demands are met, and we are committed to supporting them.  

 

Thus far, in response to their constitutionally guaranteed expression, we have reports of 

the following mistreatment: 

 

1. Correctional staff threatened them with seizure of their clothing and other property. 

2. Correctional staff seized legal papers. 

3. Correctional staff placed the men in restraints without just cause.  

4. Correctional staff beat at least one prisoner in an area of the prison that is out of view 

of security cameras, and possibly in other areas. 
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5. After beating one prisoner, correctional staff laughed and taunted the hunger strikers, 

saying, “Who’s next?” 

6. Medical staff threatened to make the lives of the hunger strikers miserable. 

7. Medical staff threatened to force feed the hunger strikers and to make sure that the 

force feeding is unpleasant. 

8. Medical staff told the hunger strikers that they will ignore court orders. 

9. One medical staff member told a prisoner, “I can’t wait till you come to health care 

messed up, and when you shit on yourself, I’m going to let it dry and then when I 

have to clean it off you I’ll scrub the skin off your balls,” and that the medical unit 

has boxes waiting for the hunger strikers. 

 

This treatment of the hunger strikers must cease immediately. 

 

In addition, we ask that you do everything in your power to meet the following demands, 

forwarded to us by the hunger strikers: 

 

1. A hearing upon arrival at Menard’s special housing unit, and rationale for placement, 

as well as the written rules and regulations regarding their incarceration;  

2. Quarterly meaningful reviews of continued placement;  

3. Timely written responses to grievances in compliance with the departmental 

directives;  

4. Reasonable access to cleaning supplies for their personal cells;  

5. The common areas (such as showers) cleaned and sanitized, and the vermin and 

rodent infestation eliminated;  

6. Adequate heat and hot water in cells and common areas;  

7. The ability to purchase basic commissary items (thermal clothing, shoes, etc.), 

pursuant to Departmental regulations;  

8. Access to individual razors and nail clippers held by staff;  

9. Timely medical treatment (i.e., physical, mental, and dental ailments) in compliance 

with departmental directives; and  

10. Adequate access to legal property boxes and the law library. 

 

As public officials, you owe it to the citizens of Illinois and the men under your charge to 

meet basic needs and respect legally-protected rights.  

 

Know that the citizens of Illinois, and of the whole United States, are following the very 

disturbing news coming out of Menard Correctional Center. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

National Lawyers Guild Mass Incarceration Committee 


